The Words upon the Window-pane

Swift it is essential* It shows that the defence of
liberty boasted upon his tombstone did not come
from political disappointment (when he wrote it he
had suffered none); and what he meant by liberty.
Gulliver, in those travels written twenty years later,
calls up from the dead ' a sextumvirate to which all
the ages of the world cannot add a seventh ' :
Epaminondas and Socrates, who suffered at the
hands of the Many; Brutus, Junius Brutus, Cato
the Younger, Thomas More, who fought the
tyranny of the One ; Brutus with Caesar still his
inseparable friend, for a man may be a tyrant with-
out personal guilt.

Liberty depended upon a balance within the
State, like that of the * humours ' in a human
body, or like that ( unity of being * Dante com-
pared to a perfectly proportioned human body, and
for its sake Swift was prepared to sacrifice what
seems to the modern man liberty itself. The odds
were a hundred to one, he wrote, that ' violent
zeal for the truth * came out of * petulancy, am-
bition, or pride/ He himself might prefer a re-
public to a monarchy, but did he open his rnouth
upon the subject would be deservedly hanged* Had
he religious doubts he was not to blame so long
as he kept them to himself, for God had given him
reason* It was the attitude of many a modern
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